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COMHONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
0 

In t h e  Matter of: 

LOUISVILLE GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY ) 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH SAFETY ) CASE NO. 9906 
RULES AND PRACTICES 1 

SHOW CAUSE ORDER 

On December 18, 1986, W. V. Gilkey, an employee of L O U i f 4 v i l l 0  

Gas and Electric Company ( " L G c E " ) ,  s u f f e r e d  second and third 

degree burns to both hands due to contact with an energized 

lightning arrestor. Hr. Gilkey had just completed the  

installation of a transformer and had energized the  r iser,  which 

is the  circuit between a primary voltage line and a transEormer 

i n c l u d i n g  a lightning arreator (See Attachment A ,  Page 1). He 

apparently reached to straighten the energized lightning arrestor 

and r e c e i v e d  the burns upon contacting it. His foreman, Tommy 

French, was p r e s e n t  and in charge at the time of the accident. 

The a c c i d e n t  occurred a t  802 Surry Laner L o u i s v i l l e ,  Kentucky. 

A field investigation w a s  conducted by Commission s t a f f  o n  

December 19, 1986. The report of that investigation is attached 

as Appendix B to t h i s  Order. It w a s  determined that H r .  Gilkey 

and MK. French w e r e  in violation of the Commission's regulation 

807 KAR 51041,  Sectlon 3(7) - Acceptable Standards, specifically 



defined in 1981 National Electric Safety Code, Sections -- 
42(420H)-Tools and Protective Equipmenkt and, 42(421B)-Duties of a 

Foreman (See Attachment C, Pages 1 and 2, items checked). The 

Commission's regulation 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 22 - Safety 

Program, states that each utility shall adopt and execute a safety 

program. Thus, it was also determined that Hr. French was in 

Violation of LG&E'8 Safety Manual, Page 4, subtitle 

General Safety, section Cl., Responsibility of Supervisor, 

subsection 1.1 (See Attachment D, Page 1). Mr. Gilkey was also in 

violation of LG&E's Safety Manual, Page 56, subtitle Electrical, 

section E2., Tools and Protective Equipment, subsection 2.17 (See 

Attachment D, Page 2). 

The information set forth in the Commission's f i e l d  in- 

vestigation report indicates that Mr. Gilkey did not maintain 

compliance with proper safety procedures and Hr. French failed to 

ensure such compliance. Therefore, the Commission finds that LG&E 

should be required to appear and explain the reasons why the 

aforementioned regulations were violated and present a detailed 

plan to prevent the reoccurrence of these violations. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that LGbE shall appear before the 

Commission on May 21, 1987, at 9 t 3 0  A.M., Eastern Daylight Time, 

in the Commission's offices at Frankfort, Kentucky, for the  

purpose of presenting evidence related to LG&E's program to ensure 

compliance with 807 KAR StO41, Section 3 ( l ) ,  and its own Safety 

Manual, and to ahow cause if any it can, why the Commiasfon should 

not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278.990. 
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Done a t  Frankfort,  Kentucky, t h i s  15th day of April, 1987. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

h a C U t t V U  Director 

Qommissioner 
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ATTACHMENT B 
PACE 1 

Intra-Agency Lkrorandum 

Kentucky Public Service C,ission 

Claude G. Rhoror? Jr. Director e 
Division of Engineering and Services 

J .  Waynt B u t e s ?  Manager 
Electric Branch 

Jeffery I.. Gilpin 
utility Investigator, Sr. 
Electric Branch 

Y? 

Accident Investigation involving 
Louisville Gas and Electric Company's Distribution 

January 19? 1987 

System 

Attached pleare find the R e p o e t  of the invemtigstion of 
the 8CCident i n  which Ur.  W.V. Gilkoy wae injured. 

JU;: jsb 

Attachment 



ATTACHMENT B 
PAGE 2 

MTE oe TEIS RILPOECT 1-16-87 SoBnITTgD 6 Y  Jeffery L. Gilpin 

R M E  OP UTfLXTr Louisville Gas and Electric Company 

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY Rus8 Edwards 

DATE C TXBIB ACCIDRHT RE-ED 12-18-86 1 2 ~ 1 0  P.M. 

MTE AllD TIBIB ACCIDBMT OCCURRED 12-18-86 llr30 A.M. 

MTB OF ACCIWRT fllPLISfIG&TIO(O 12-19-86 

~SStsotaS A s s f S T X ~  xu m e  ImSTxCATICMl William R. Skaqgs and 

William Aardinq of LGLE; John Land of the Public Service Commission ’ 

8t.f f 

UAHE OC VXCTIlr(S) 1. W.V. Gilkey SEX M ACE 34 

FATAL No IUWB O? EllPtOPgRr Louisville Gas and Electric Coo 

IWURIBS Second and t h i r d  degree burns to both hands. 
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ATTACHVENT B 
PAGE 3 

ELlHXRfCAL UTfLITX ACCSDEHT XN V E S T X G R T X C m  (Continued) 

W T I W  OF ACCIDBIOT SITE 802 Surry Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 

DESCRIPTIOR OF ACCIDEWT M r .  Gilkey had just completed the inetal- 

lation of a transformer and had made the riser hot when he apparently 

reached to straighten a lightning arrestor that war3 energized and 

received the burns. He did not have rubber gloves or sleeves on at 

the time of contact. His foreman, Tommy French, was present and i n  

charqe at the time of the accident. 

SOURCE OI IRFOWUTIfXW William R. Skagqr and W l l l l m  Hardln of L W E I  

LGLE "Notification of Accident" Porm(attached); on site investigstion. 

VIOLATIOMS OF CWBHISSIOIO REGULATICX4S 807 KAR 51041, Section 3(1)- 

Acceptable Standards 1981 NESC Section 4 2 ( 4 2 0  H)-Tools and 

Protective Equipment. 1981 NESC Section 42(421 8)-Duties of a 

Foreman. 

RECOllllBltDATIOLlS Review the safety procedures and work procedures 

required when chanqinq transformers with all personnel, and 8s- 

pecially with foremen . 
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PAGE 5 

Phase conductor to ground 

Neutral conductor to ground 

~8levation I 34 '  3. 20.6' 

elevation: 30' 8" 18.6' 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: N/A N/A 

Phase conductor to s t r u c t u r e s  N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to structures N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
structure: N/A N/A 

B e  AT UMIgf POINT O? SPAI 

Phame conductor to ground 
alavationr N/A !I/ A 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevrtfons N/A fQ/A 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevations N/A N/A 

C.  SPM LIIIIK.TB 310' 

Date the line or frcilitios m r o  wnstructdr  

Utilityr Inui6ville Ga6 and Electric Company 

a t 0 8  12-19-86 TiW lrOO P.H. - Approritate teqmraturer 41 Degrees F 

)kaaun.ntm mad. b y r  Joffory L. Gllpin 
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ATTACHXENT D 
PACE 1 

i 
GENERAL SAFETY 

i;. 
C1. RESPONSlSlUrY OF THE SUPERVlSOR (INCLUMS W W .  

OR OTHER PERSONS IN CHARGE OF WORK) 
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